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SUMMARY: 
 
Housing Hope, a non-profit housing provider for low income families has requested that the City 
reduce the traffic impact fee for their Twin Lakes Landing project.  State Law RCW 82.02.060(3) 
allows for impact fees for low-income housing to be exempted.  Up to 80% can be deferred without 
other budget consequences.  If there is an exemption of 100% than the additional 20% shall be paid 
from public funds other than impact fee accounts.  This Housing Hope request was presented to 
Public Works Committee, with no action from the committee. 

If Council wants to provide an exemption for low income housing it is recommended that: 

The exemption targets families whose income are 50% or lower of median family income. 

That the exemption be for 50% of the traffic impact fees. 

That this is reviewed on a case by case based on:  the public benefit of the specific project, the 
financial hardship to the project to pay the traffic impact fees, the housing developer is a nonprofit 
agency, the extent that the applicant has sought other funding sources, the impacts on the public 
facilities, and the consistency of the project with adopted city plans and policies. 

Two communities in Snohomish County have passed ordinances to exempt impact fees, they are 
Monroe and Everett.   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Provide direction on bringing forward an ordinance to exempt the traffic impact fees for 
low income housing. 
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