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ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  PC Recommendation, including: 

 Exhibit A – PC Recommended Ordinance 

 Exhibit B – PC Public Hearing Minutes, November 25 

 Exhibit C – PC Workshop Minutes, October 28 

 Exhibit D – PC Workshop Minutes, September 23 

 Exhibit E – PC Workshop Minutes, September  9 

 Exhibit F – Written Public Comments  

2.  Adopting Ordinance  

 

 

MAYOR  CAO 

BUDGET CODE:  AMOUNT:   

DESCRIPTION: 

The Planning Commission (PC) held public workshops on September 9, September 23, 

and October 28, 2014, and a duly advertised public hearing on November 25, 2014 to 

review proposed amendments to the Marysville Municipal Code (MMC) Chapter 10.04 

Animal Control, adding a new Section 10.04.335, related to beekeeping.  The proposed 

amendments propose regulations including, but not limited to, prohibiting beekeeping on 

lots that are 5,000 square feet or less; allowing a specified number of hives per lot for lots 

greater than 5,000 square feet; providing for five hives per acre for agricultural uses on 

properties that are four acres or larger; and other standards such as hive setbacks or 

fencing adjacent to hives so that bee movements do not impact neighboring residential 

uses. Local beekeepers attended a workshop and their feedback resulted in changes to the 

proposed ordinance such as an allowance for a temporary (30-day) increase in the 

number of hives to enable proper hive management, and the agricultural exemption noted 

above.  

 

The Planning Commission received testimony from property owners, staff and other 

interested parties at the public hearing, following public notice.  The PC made a motion 

to recommend the proposed amendments to Marysville City Council for adoption by 

ordinance. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Affirm the Planning Commission’s Recommendation adopting amendment to Marysville 

Municipal Code Chapter 10.04 Animal Control, adding a new Section 10.04.335, related 

to beekeeping. 

COUNCIL ACTION: 
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CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

Marysville, Washington 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARYSVILLE, WASHINGTON, 

RELATING TO THE CITY’S ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS; AND 

ADDING A NEW SECTION 10.04.335 BEEKEEPING TO MMC CHAPTER 

10.04 ANIMAL CONTROL.  

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Marysville finds that from time to time it is 

necessary and appropriate to review and revise provisions of the City’s municipal code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, during public meetings on September 9, 2014, September 23, 2014, 

October 28, 2014, and November 25, 2014, the Planning Commission discussed proposed 

amendments to add a new Section MMC 10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal 

control regulations contained in MMC Chapter 10.04; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2014, the Marysville Planning Commission held a duly-

advertised public hearing, which was continued to November 25, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on November 25, 2014 the Planning Commission made a 

Recommendation to the City Council recommending adoption of a new Section MMC 

10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal control regulations contained in MMC Chapter 

10.04; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at a public meeting on January 12, 2015 the Marysville City Council 

reviewed and considered the Planning Commission’s Recommendation and proposed 

addition of MMC 10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal control regulations 

contained in MMC Chapter 10.04; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of the community to 

adopt MMC Section 10.04.335 regulating beekeeping; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Marysville, Washington do ordain 

as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Approval of Planning Commission’s Recommendation and Adoption of 

Findings and Conclusions. The Planning Commission’s November 25, 2014 Recommendation 

regarding the proposed development regulation revisions and the adoption of a new MMC 

Section 10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal control regulations contained in MMC 

Chapter 10.04, including the Findings and Conclusions contained therein, as set forth in the 

attached Exhibit “A”, is hereby adopted and incorporated herein by this reference.  

 

Section 2.  MMC Chapter 10.04, Animal Control, is hereby amended by adopting 

new MMC Section 10.04.335, Beekeeping, to read as follows:  

 

10.04.335 Beekeeping.  

Beekeeping shall be permitted subject to the following: 

(1) Beehives are permitted in any zone, subject to the following conditions 

and limitations:  

(a) Hives are prohibited on lots that are 5,000 square feet or less; 
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(b) Two hives on lots between 5,001 and 10,000 square feet; 

(c) Five hives on lots between 10,001 and 35,000 square feet;  

(d) Fifteen hives on lots over 35,000 square feet; and 

(e) The hive limitations outlined in subsections (a)-(d) apply to 

agricultural uses on lots less than four acres in size.  Agricultural uses on lots that are 

four acres or larger are permitted to have five hives per acre.  

(f) The limits on hives outlined in subsections (a)-(e) above may be 

temporarily increased by 100 percent for a period not to exceed 30 days for the purpose 

of “splits” (making two hives from an existing hive), or to avoid swarming.   

(2) Hives must be set back at least 25 feet from each property line with the 

following exceptions:  

(a) The setback for hives may be reduced to 5 feet from each property 

line if:  

(i) Hives are situated eight feet or more above the adjacent 

ground level; or 

(ii) Hives are less than six feet above the adjacent ground and 

are behind a solid fence or hedge which is at least six feet in height and parallel to any 

property within 25 feet of the hives and extending at least 20 feet beyond the hive in 

both directions.  

(iii) Hives abutting a Native Growth Protection Area (NGPA) or 

open space tract not intended for recreation may be located up to the property line.  

(3) Colonies shall be maintained in movable frame hives with a maximum of 

one colony per hive; 

(4) Adequate space shall be provided in each hive to prevent overcrowding 

and minimize swarming; 

(5) Colonies shall be requeened annually, or any time following swarming or 

aggressive behavior, with a queen of suitable docile strain; 

(6) All colonies shall be registered with the Washington State Department of 

Agriculture in accordance with RCW 15.60 and 15.62; and 

(7) Abandoned colonies, diseased bees, or bees living in trees, buildings, or 

any other space except in movable-frame hives shall constitute a public nuisance, and 

shall be abated as set forth in Chapter 6.24 MMC, Public Nuisances. 

 

Section 3.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

work of this ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the 

validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word of this ordinance. 

 

Section 4.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective five days after 

the date of its publication by summary. 

 

 PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this ______ day of 

__________________, 2015. 
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CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 JON NEHRING, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 APRIL O’BRIEN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 GRANT K. WEED, CITY ATTORNEY 

 

Date of Publication:   

 

Effective Date:  ______________________  

 (5 days after publication) 
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CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

Marysville, Washington 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARYSVILLE, WASHINGTON, 

RELATING TO THE CITY’S ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS; AND 

ADDING A NEW SECTION 10.04.335 BEEKEEPING TO MMC CHAPTER 

10.04 ANIMAL CONTROL.  

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Marysville finds that from time to time it is 

necessary and appropriate to review and revise provisions of the City’s municipal code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, during public meetings on September 9, 2014, September 23, 2014, 

October 28, 2014, and November 25, 2014, the Planning Commission discussed proposed 

amendments to add a new Section MMC 10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal 

control regulations contained in MMC Chapter 10.04; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2014, the Marysville Planning Commission held a duly-

advertised public hearing, which was continued to November 25, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on November 25, 2014 the Planning Commission made a 

Recommendation to the City Council recommending adoption of a new Section MMC 

10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal control regulations contained in MMC Chapter 

10.04; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at a public meeting on January 12, 2015 the Marysville City Council 

reviewed and considered the Planning Commission’s Recommendation and proposed 

addition of MMC 10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal control regulations 

contained in MMC Chapter 10.04; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of the community to 

adopt MMC Section 10.04.335 regulating beekeeping; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Marysville, Washington do ordain 

as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Approval of Planning Commission’s Recommendation and Adoption of 

Findings and Conclusions. The Planning Commission’s November 25, 2014 Recommendation 

regarding the proposed development regulation revisions and the adoption of a new MMC 

Section 10.04.335 regarding beekeeping to the animal control regulations contained in MMC 

Chapter 10.04, including the Findings and Conclusions contained therein, as set forth in the 

attached Exhibit “A”, is hereby adopted and incorporated herein by this reference.  

 

Section 2.  MMC Chapter 10.04, Animal Control, is hereby amended by adopting 

new MMC Section 10.04.335, Beekeeping, to read as follows:  

 

10.04.335 Beekeeping.  

Beekeeping shall be permitted subject to the following: 

(1) Beehives are permitted in any zone, subject to the following conditions 

and limitations:  

(a) Hives are prohibited on lots that are 5,000 square feet or less; 
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(b) Two hives on lots between 5,001 and 10,000 square feet; 

(c) Five hives on lots between 10,001 and 35,000 square feet;  

(d) Fifteen hives on lots over 35,000 square feet; and 

(e) The hive limitations outlined in subsections (a)-(d) apply to 

agricultural uses on lots less than four acres in size.  Agricultural uses on lots that are 

four acres or larger are permitted to have five hives per acre.  

(f) The limits on hives outlined in subsections (a)-(e) above may be 

temporarily increased by 100 percent for a period not to exceed 30 days for the purpose 

of “splits” (making two hives from an existing hive), or to avoid swarming.   

(2) Hives must be set back at least 25 feet from each property line with the 

following exceptions:  

(a) The setback for hives may be reduced to 5 feet from each property 

line if:  

(i) Hives are situated eight feet or more above the adjacent 

ground level; or 

(ii) Hives are less than six feet above the adjacent ground and 

are behind a solid fence or hedge which is at least six feet in height and parallel to any 

property within 25 feet of the hives and extending at least 20 feet beyond the hive in 

both directions.  

(iii) Hives abutting a Native Growth Protection Area (NGPA) or 

open space tract not intended for recreation may be located up to the property line.  

(3) Colonies shall be maintained in movable frame hives with a maximum of 

one colony per hive; 

(4) Adequate space shall be provided in each hive to prevent overcrowding 

and minimize swarming; 

(5) Colonies shall be requeened annually, or any time following swarming or 

aggressive behavior, with a queen of suitable docile strain; 

(6) All colonies shall be registered with the Washington State Department of 

Agriculture in accordance with RCW 15.60 and 15.62; and 

(7) Abandoned colonies, diseased bees, or bees living in trees, buildings, or 

any other space except in movable-frame hives shall constitute a public nuisance, and 

shall be abated as set forth in Chapter 6.24 MMC, Public Nuisances. 

 

Section 3.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

work of this ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the 

validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word of this ordinance. 

 

Section 4.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective five days after 

the date of its publication by summary. 

 

 PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this ______ day of 

__________________, 2015. 
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CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 JON NEHRING, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 APRIL O’BRIEN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 CITY ATTORNEY 

 

Date of Publication:   

 

Effective Date:  ______________________  

 (5 days after publication) 
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