
CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FOR ACTION 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  January 12, 2014 
AGENDA ITEM: 

Ordinance adopting amendments to the Marysville Municipal 

Code Chapter 22C.160, Sign Code 

AGENDA SECTION: 

New Business 

 

PREPARED BY: 

Chris Holland, Planning Manager 

APPROVED BY: 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. PC Recommendation, including: 
 Exhibit A – PC Recommended Ordinance 

 Exhibit B – PC Public Hearing Minutes, November 25, 2014 

 Exhibit C – PC Workshop Minutes, September 23, 2014 
2. Adopting Ordinance 

 

MAYOR  CAO 

BUDGET CODE:  AMOUNT:   

DESCRIPTION: 

The intent of some of the provisions outlined in Marysville Municipal Code (MMC) Chapter 

22C.160 MMC Sign Code are not clear and have been misinterpreted by applicant’s.  The 

following sections of the Sign Code are proposed to be amended in order to provide better 

clarification of the intent of the current standards: 

1. The “Monument sign” definition in MMC 22A.020.140 is proposed to be modified to 

limit permanent signs that are 12-feet tall and under to comply with the monument sign 

standards. 

2. The intent of MMC 22C.160.170(10) is for the structural posts of freestanding signs to be 

enclosed with decorative materials rather than being exposed metal or wood posts.  

However, as written this provision is often interpreted by customers as just applying to 

the base, which is not the intent. 

3. The intent of MMC 22C.160.180(5) is for the changeable copy of a sign to be limited to 

thirty-percent (30%) of the sign face/cabinet which is actually constructed, not the total 

sign area which could be constructed. 

4. The intent of MMC 22C.160.240(1)(b) is to limit changing the copy (advertising) within 

legal nonconforming signs to fixed copy not retrofitting to allow electronic message 

centers; additional language is proposed to make the intent of this code clearer. 

The Planning Commission held a public work session on September 23, 2014 and a duly 

advertised public hearing on November 12, 2014, which was continued to November 25, 2014.  

No public comments were received prior to, or at the public hearing.  Having considered all of the 

exhibits and testimony presented, the Planning Commission has recommended adoption of 

amendments to the MMC Chapter 22C.160, Sign Code, as reflected in the attached PC 

Recommendation. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Affirm the Planning Commission’s recommendation adopting amendments to Marysville 

Municipal Code  Sections 22A.020.140 “Monument Sign” definition; 22C.160.170(10) 

Development Standards – Freestanding Signs; 22C.160.180(5) Development Standards – 

Electronic Message, Animated and Changeable Copy Signs, and 22C.160.240(1)(b) 

Nonconforming Signs. 

COUNCIL ACTION: 
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CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

Marysville, Washington 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARYSVILLE, WASHINGTON 

RELATED TO DEFINITIONS AND THE SIGN CODE AMENDING 

MARYSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE (MMC) SECTIONS 22A.020.140 

“MONUMENT SIGN” DEFINITION; 22C.160.170(10) DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS – FREESTANDING SIGNS; 22C.160.180(5) DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS – ELECTRONIC MESSAGE, ANIMATED AND CHANGEABLE 

COPY SIGNS; 22C.160.240(1)(b) NONCONFORMING SIGNS; AND 

AMENDING MMC SECTION 22A.010.160  GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 

RELATED TO TRACKING AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY’S UNIFORM 

DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the State Growth Management Act, RCW Chapter 36.70A mandates that 

cities periodically review and amend development regulations which include but are not 

limited to zoning ordinances and official controls; and 

 

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.106 requires the processing of amendments to the City's 

development regulations in the same manner as the original adoption of the City's 

comprehensive plan and development regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, the State Growth Management Act requires notice and broad public 

participation when adopting or amending the City's comprehensive plan and development 

regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City, in reviewing and amending its development regulations has 

complied with the notice, public participation and processing requirements established by 

the Growth Management Act, as more fully described below; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Marysville finds that from time to time it is 

necessary and appropriate to review and revise provisions of the City’s municipal code and 

development code (MMC Title 22); and 

 

WHEREAS, the development code amendment is consistent with the following 

required findings of MMC 22G.010.500: 

(1) The amendment is consistent with the purposes of the comprehensive plan; 

(2) The amendment is consistent with the purpose of this title; 

(3) There have been significant changes in the circumstances to warrant a 

change; 

(4) The benefit or cost to the public health, safety and welfare is sufficient to 

warrant the action. 

 

  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission discussed the above-referenced amendment 

during a public meeting held on September 23, 2014; and 
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WHEREAS, on November 12, 2014, the Marysville Planning Commission held a duly-

advertised public hearing, which was continued to November 25, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, On November 25, 2014, at the continued public hearing, the Marysville 

Planning Commission made a recommendation to the City Council recommending the 

adoption of the proposed amendments to the City’s development regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at a public meeting on January 12, 2015, the Marysville City Council 

reviewed and considered the Marysville Planning Commission’s Recommendation and 

proposed amendments to the City’s development regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Marysville has submitted the proposed development 

regulation revisions to the Washington State Department of Commerce on September 24, 

2014, seeking expedited review under RCW 36.70A.160(3)(b) in compliance with the 

procedural requirement under RCW 36.70A.106; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendments to the development regulations are exempt from State 

Environmental Policy Act review under WAC 197-11-800(19); 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Marysville, Washington do ordain 

as follows: 

 

Section 1. The “Monument sign” definition outlined in MMC 22A.020.140 “M” 

definitions is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 “Monument sign” means a freestanding sign that is attached directly to the 

ground with a decorative base made of wood, masonry or other similar material. 

Monument signs may have posts comprised of wood, masonry, or metal so long as the 

posts are completely surrounded by the decorative base. The width of the top of the sign 

structure can be no more than 120 percent of the width of the base. Monument signs 

shall not exceed 12 feet in height, and any permanent freestanding sign 12 feet in 

height or shorter shall be considered a monument sign except that this definition shall 

not apply to directional signs. 

 

Section 2. MMC 22C.160.170(10) is hereby amended as follows: 

  

(10) The base of a freestanding sign and all pole or pylon sign supports shall be 

constructed of landscape materials, such as brick, stucco, stonework, textured wood, tile 

or, textured concrete, or other quality materials as approved by the director, and shall 

be harmonious with the character of the primary structure. This limitation does not 

apply to structural elements that are an integral part of the overall design such as 

decorative metal or wood. 

 

Section 3. MMC 22C.160.180(5) is hereby amended as follows: 

 

(5) Electronic message and changeable copy signs shall not exceed 30 percent of 

the allowable sign area. 

 

Section 4. MMC 22C.160.240(1)(b) is hereby amended as follows: 

 

(b) A sign is relocated, altered, replaced, or changed in any way, including the 

sign structure or conversion of fixed copy to an electronic message center. This provision 

does not include a change in the face of the sign or advertising copy. 
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Section 5.  MMC  22A.010.160, Amendments, of MMC Chapter 22A.010, General 

Administration, is hereby amended as follows by adding reference to this adopted ordinance 

in order to track amendments to the City’s Unified Development Code: 

 
“22A.010.160 Amendments. 

 The following amendments have been made to the UDC subsequent to its adoption: 

Ordinance Title (description) Effective Date 

_______ Sign Code  _____________, 2015” 

Section 6. Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word of this ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the 

validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word of this ordinance. 

 

Section 7.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective five days after 

the date of its publication by summary. 

 

 PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this ______ day of 

__________________, 2015. 

CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 JON NEHRING, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 APRIL O’BRIEN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 GRANT K. WEED, CITY ATTORNEY 

 

Date of Publication:   

 

Effective Date:  ______________________  

 (5 days after publication) 
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CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

Marysville, Washington 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARYSVILLE, WASHINGTON 

RELATED TO DEFINITIONS AND THE SIGN CODE AMENDING 

MARYSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE (MMC) SECTIONS 22A.020.140 

“MONUMENT SIGN” DEFINITION; 22C.160.170(10) DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS – FREESTANDING SIGNS; 22C.160.180(5) DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS – ELECTRONIC MESSAGE, ANIMATED AND CHANGEABLE 

COPY SIGNS; 22C.160.240(1)(b) NONCONFORMING SIGNS; AND 

AMENDING MMC SECTION 22A.010.160  GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 

RELATED TO TRACKING AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY’S UNIFORM 

DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the State Growth Management Act, RCW Chapter 36.70A mandates that 

cities periodically review and amend development regulations which include but are not 

limited to zoning ordinances and official controls; and 

 

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.106 requires the processing of amendments to the City's 

development regulations in the same manner as the original adoption of the City's 

comprehensive plan and development regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, the State Growth Management Act requires notice and broad public 

participation when adopting or amending the City's comprehensive plan and development 

regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City, in reviewing and amending its development regulations has 

complied with the notice, public participation and processing requirements established by 

the Growth Management Act, as more fully described below; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Marysville finds that from time to time it is 

necessary and appropriate to review and revise provisions of the City’s municipal code and 

development code (MMC Title 22); and 

 

WHEREAS, the development code amendment is consistent with the following 

required findings of MMC 22G.010.500: 

(1) The amendment is consistent with the purposes of the comprehensive plan; 

(2) The amendment is consistent with the purpose of this title; 

(3) There have been significant changes in the circumstances to warrant a 

change; 

(4) The benefit or cost to the public health, safety and welfare is sufficient to 

warrant the action. 

 

  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission discussed the above-referenced amendment 

during a public meeting held on September 23, 2014; and 
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WHEREAS, on November 12, 2014, the Marysville Planning Commission held a duly-

advertised public hearing, which was continued to November 25, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, On November 25, 2014, at the continued public hearing, the Marysville 

Planning Commission made a recommendation to the City Council recommending the 

adoption of the proposed amendments to the City’s development regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at a public meeting on January 12, 2015, the Marysville City Council 

reviewed and considered the Marysville Planning Commission’s Recommendation and 

proposed amendments to the City’s development regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Marysville has submitted the proposed development 

regulation revisions to the Washington State Department of Commerce on September 24, 

2014, seeking expedited review under RCW 36.70A.160(3)(b) in compliance with the 

procedural requirement under RCW 36.70A.106; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendments to the development regulations are exempt from State 

Environmental Policy Act review under WAC 197-11-800(19); 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Marysville, Washington do ordain 

as follows: 

 

Section 1. The “Monument sign” definition outlined in MMC 22A.020.140 “M” 

definitions is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 “Monument sign” means a freestanding sign that is attached directly to the 

ground with a decorative base made of wood, masonry or other similar material. 

Monument signs may have posts comprised of wood, masonry, or metal so long as the 

posts are completely surrounded by the decorative base. The width of the top of the sign 

structure can be no more than 120 percent of the width of the base. Monument signs 

shall not exceed 12 feet in height, and any permanent freestanding sign 12 feet in 

height or shorter shall be considered a monument sign except that this definition shall 

not apply to directional signs. 

 

Section 2. MMC 22C.160.170(10) is hereby amended as follows: 

  

(10) The base of a freestanding sign and all pole or pylon sign supports shall be 

constructed of landscape materials, such as brick, stucco, stonework, textured wood, tile 

or, textured concrete, or other quality materials as approved by the director, and shall 

be harmonious with the character of the primary structure. This limitation does not 

apply to structural elements that are an integral part of the overall design such as 

decorative metal or wood. 

 

Section 3. MMC 22C.160.180(5) is hereby amended as follows: 

 

(5) Electronic message and changeable copy signs shall not exceed 30 percent of 

the allowable sign area. 

 

Section 4. MMC 22C.160.240(1)(b) is hereby amended as follows: 

 

(b) A sign is relocated, altered, replaced, or changed in any way, including the 

sign structure or conversion of fixed copy to an electronic message center. This provision 

does not include a change in the face of the sign or advertising copy. 
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Section 5.  MMC  22A.010.160, Amendments, of MMC Chapter 22A.010, General 

Administration, is hereby amended as follows by adding reference to this adopted ordinance 

in order to track amendments to the City’s Unified Development Code: 

 
“22A.010.160 Amendments. 

 The following amendments have been made to the UDC subsequent to its adoption: 

Ordinance Title (description) Effective Date 

_______ Sign Code  _____________, 2015” 

Section 6. Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word of this ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the 

validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word of this ordinance. 

 

Section 7.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective five days after 

the date of its publication by summary. 

 

 PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this ______ day of 

__________________, 2015. 

CITY OF MARYSVILLE 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 JON NEHRING, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 APRIL O’BRIEN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

 CITY ATTORNEY 

 

Date of Publication:   

 

Effective Date:  ______________________  

 (5 days after publication) 
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