





Committee Reports

Councilmember Norton reported on the Parks Advisory Board meeting on May 13
where the Board discussed Mothers Nature Window. The group will be forming a
master plan committee to plan for the park. They hope to start that committee in the fall.
There was also a general discussion about possible project applications for CDBG
grants.

Councilmember Stevens reported on the May 20 Marysville Fire District Board of
Directors Special Meeting with Prothman Company who is assisting in the search for a
new chief. The group laid out a timeline for the process.

Mayor Pro Tem Vaughan reported on the May 20 Finance Committee meeting where
they reviewed the budget and public records requests over the last couple years. There
was also an update on the utility billing system which will be happening at the end of
June and will bring efficiency to the system as well as the capability for e-statements in
the future.

Presentations
A Employee Services Awards - None
B. Volunteer of the Month

Cathy Pama was recognized as the Volunteer of the Month for May 2015 for her
dedication and outstanding service in helping to index, research, and organize the city’s
records archives.

C. Snohomish County Tourism Bureau

Amy Spain delivered the Snohomish County Tourism Bureau 2014 Annual Report
consisting of the impact of tourism, national trends; convention, sports and group tour
sales and service; sporting events; tourism development activities; public relations and
media efforts; social media presence; visitor services; and industry education programs.
She summarized that tourism results in 10,340 jobs; $256.4 million in payroll; and $31.2
million in local taxes for Snohomish County.

Councilmember Muller asked how they differentiate between tourism dollars that are
created by actual visitors versus the result of expansion. Ms. Spain explained that the
number is just for visitor spending. The company that prepares the economic impact
data research and reports for Washington State has a proprietary formula they utilize to
identify the visitor spending based on a dozen components of information.

Councilmember Muller asked about the Marysville VIC information. Ms. Spain replied
that the Marysville VIC information is included .. the al nu_ .er, but offered to provide
the breakdown at a later time. She discussed cooperative efforts between the V'™ .
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Councilmember Toyer asked about the cost of an advisory vote. CAO Hirashima
thought it would be about $50,000 but would depend on the number of other items on
the ballot.

Public Comment:

Karen Gower, 910 N. G Street, Tacoma, WA, spoke regarding her opposition to the ban
on fireworks. She has worked with organizations that sell legal fireworks for many years.
She also works with the State Fire Marshal’'s Office Technical Advisory Group that
works with local fire marshals, fire officials, and educators in the industry to develop
safety procedures and measures related to fireworks. Because of that she has access
to reporting done by many different cities. She commented that the reservations are
doing 80% of the illegal fireworks. She asserted that if you ban legal, state-approved
fireworks the amount of fires would actually go up. She stated that the things most
people are concerned about and complain about are already illegal. She encouraged
more efforts on education about legal fireworks. She noted that Duvall, Edgewood, and
Othello have all rescinded their bans in the last few years because they were not
working. If people cannot buy legal, safe fireworks they will go to the reservations and
bring back even more dangerous fireworks. She strongly recommended more education
and enforcement of the current ordinance. She urged the City to keep the money with
the non-profit groups and keep the money in the community.

Councilmember Muller asked when the change in the type of fireworks occurred. Ms.
Gower stated that when the reservations started to sell fireworks in the 80s, they
changed to Class C consumer fireworks. She pointed out that bottle rockets, M-80s, and
that sort of fireworks are not allowed off the reservations.

Councilmember Norton asked about the impacts of the length of time that a stand is
open. Ms. Gower was not sure, but her sense was that most people save their fireworks
for the 4™ of July. However, the some of the reservations are selling them all year long.

Danny Richards, 4618 N. 29th Street, Tacoma, WA, spoke regarding his opposition to

the ban on fireworks. He stated he works for American Promotional Events and works

closely with many non-profit groups in the State of Washington. He commented that any

kind of ban without enforcement will not be effective. He said he would hate to see non-

profit groups miss out on their fundraising activities. He spoke in support of more

education efforts regarding the types of legal fireworks and the dates when they are
"oy

Cheryl Reisner, 6323 82" Street NE, Marysville, spoke in support of enforcing the
current laws. She expressed frustration about a park in her neighborhood with a sign
that stated fireworks were prohibited, but nobody enforced it. She stated that the sign
has now been eliminated, and there is a new sign with no reference to fireworks.

Director Ballew commented that the signs are generally not up year round, but they are
put up annually in anticipation of the 4™ of July to educate the public. Parks employees
cannot enforce the law, and police do their best.
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Councilmember Toyer asked for police input. Joby Joh=~~~ B~li~~ Sergeant,
commented on the difficulties police have with enforcement. Lnier smith stated that the
police have been dealing with fireworks more seriously every year. In 2011 they started
really focusing on enforcement of existing laws. He reviewed challenges that the police
face in their efforts. Their primary concern is in the neighborhoods because of safety
issues.

Councilmember Muller referred to comments on the survey and noted that the primary
concerns relate to destruction of property, the mess, and the length of time these are
continuing. He noted that they aren’t able to enforce the laws now and wondered how
this would change with a ban in place. Chief Smith suggested they could take a
hardnosed approach to it by potentially criminalizing fireworks within the City and then
enforce that. He stated that the police would go with Council’s wishes on enforcement.
Councilmember Muller asked if community volunteers have been utilized at parks. Chief
Smith said they haven’t, but wasn’t sure that would be a safe idea considering the
amount of alcohol that is generally involved. Jim Ballew noted that there is an enormous
amount of fireworks debris and food and alcohol trash in the parks the day after the 4"
of July.

Councilmember Wright suggested adding a cleanup fee onto fireworks stands, but
noted this might out-price the local stands even more.

Councilmember Norton asked about increased staffing on the 4. Chief Smith replied
that the police already spend thousands of dollars on enforcement on the 4™ of July.

Mayor Pro Tem Vaughan wondered if more enforcement in parks could cut down on
costs of cleanup.

Chief Smith referred to statistics and noted that enforcement has had a positive impact
on the number of fireworks-related complaints.

Councilmember Muller asked if there is a success story anywhere in the country with
regard to this matter. CAO Hirashima stated that there are a lot of communities around
the country that have bans which are successful. She is not sure if there are any
examples with challenges similar to those faced by Marysville with the proximity to the
reservation. Councilmember Muller also spoke in support of additional education efforts.
Chief Smith concurred, but noted that this would take years. He commented that the
majority of the people causing the issues either don’t care what the municipal code is or
are ignorant of the laws.

Mayor Pro Tem Vaughan thanked the community members who participated in the
committee and thanks to citizens who participated in the survey.

8. Consider Amendment No. 1 to the Grant Agreement with the Department of
Ecology Allowing the City an Additional $183,333 in Grant Funding
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Steve Muller asked about signing the properties on the north side of 6™ regarding
parking restrictions for the spray park. Director Nielsen replied he would take care of
that.

Jon Walker announced he had one Executive Session item regarding the acquisition of
real estate expected to last 10 minutes with possible action.

Gloria Hirashima:

e Thanks to the Councilmembers that served on the Fireworks Committee.

e She informed the Council that staff has selected and confirmed a Community
Development Director. Dave Koenig is currently with the City of Everett and will
be starting in July. She has known him for many years and spoke highly of his
experience.

Call on Councilmembers

Kamille Norton:
e The parks are looking great. Thanks to Parks staff.
e She hopes everyone had a nice holiday on Memorial Day. Thanks to the
veterans and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice.

Steve Muller:
e Atthe AWC meeting today tt numt  one item for large cities was pressure on
finance especially on public safety and public records requests.
e He went to Fire Ops last week and represented the City well. He discussed
issues related to RFA.

Rob Toyer:
e The Fireworks Committee was a great experience.
e He commended Mayor Pro Tem Vaughan for his skill in presiding over the
meeting.

Michael Stevens said he hoped the fireworks survey would come back very clearly one
way or the other so he could say the Council represented the will of the people, but that
didn’t transpire. He joked that Marysville has a reputation regarding fireworks that could
come in handy for tourism purposes.

Donna Wright had no comments.

Jeff Vaughan requested an excused absence next Monday as he will be traveling on
business.

Adjournment

Council recessed at 9:05 for five minutes before reconvening in Executive Session for
ten minutes to discuss one item with possible action.
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