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COMMISSION	MINUTES


March 25, 2014	7:00 p.m.	City Hall


CALL TO ORDER

Chair Leifer called the March 25, 2014 meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. recognizing the excused absence of Marvetta Toler.

Marysville

Chairman:  	Steve Leifer

Commissioners:	Roger Hoen, Jerry Andes, Kay Smith, Steven Lebo, Kelly Richards, 

Staff:  	Planning Manager Chris Holland, Associate Planner Angela Gemmer

Absent:  	Marvetta Toler


APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion made by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Andes, to approve the March 11, 2014 Meeting Minutes. Motion passed unanimously (5-0) with Councilmember Richards abstaining since he was absent at that meeting.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Kelly Richards, 5220 108th Street NE, Marysville, WA 98271, recommended that the Planning Commission look at making schools exempt from the current sign ordinance. He commented that the current zoning makes it difficult for schools to replace their existing signage. 

Planning Manager Holland stated that there is a process in place to amend the regulations by using a Conditional Use Permit to request a variance. He noted that staff could also look at a fee reduction for that process for schools and code amendments for those types of facilities but pointed out that the City can’t make a different set of rules for one type of facility. There was general discussion about possible options related to code amendments.

NEW BUSINESS

Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Amendments No. 1

Associate Planner Angela Gemmer introduced the Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Amendment No. 1 and overview of upcoming amendments as contained in the packet including: 

· Updated Urban Growth Area Map 
· Areas of Future Influence Map - Chris Holland commented that the line is what was agreed upon for future UGA expansion to allow for planning of future service of that area
· Text amendment to the public participation process 
· Inclusion of language pertaining to physical activity in the Land Use and Transportation Elements 
· Inclusion of Regional Transit Authority, and other Essential Public Facilities referenced in State law, into the sections pertaining to Essential Public Facilities; and 
· Provisions to allow for Day Care I’s within existing single family residences in commercial zones 

Chair Leifer asked if staff has any idea what might take place in some of the future influence areas. He also referred to the Regional Transportation facilities and asked where those might be located. Chris Holland referred to the future influence areas and noted that the City has not looked into annexation of those areas. The City is not allowed to expand boundaries until certain requirements are met. 

OLD BUSINESS

I-502 - Recreational Marijuana

Chris Holland recapped topics discussed at the last meeting and updated the Commission that nothing happened on all the House Bills that were on the floor. 

He reviewed Alternative Retail Boundaries 1, 2, and 3 and discussed ownership of properties within Alternative Retail Boundary 2. He commented that the 1000’ buffer from churches, proposed by the Planning Commission would severely limit possible locations for siting a retail marijuana facility with Alternative Retail Boundary 1. Discussion about potential options followed. 

Commissioner Lebo expressed frustration that Council had requested a Plan B even though the Commission unanimously voted for prohibition. He feels this compromises the Planning Commission’s stated position.

Commissioner Hoen said that Council is very happy with the prohibition recommendation, but they are asking for an alternative plan in case they are forced to allow it by the state. 

Planning Manager Holland commented that there are already jurisdictions that are in litigation on this matter. Having a running start on this means the Council will be ready to have regulations in case it’s required. 

Commissioner Hoen commented that one of the biggest challenges now appears to be with the buffers around churches. He wondered why the state chose not to include those. 

Chair Leifer recommended the north end south of the Providence properties and down to 156th (Alternative Retail Boundary 2) if they have to allow it. He acknowledged that it would be restrictive, but the City would have the advantage of law enforcement being close to this area. Planning Manager Holland discussed the fact that retail facilities would locate within existing storefrontgs, and potential locations in Alternative Retail Boundary 2. 

Commissioner Hoen noted that one of the benefits of legalized marijuana is to divert the illegal sale of marijuana to a shop that is regulated. To him there is some value in that competition.


Planning Manager Holland noted that staff was also looking for a recommendation for the hours of operation, as the Planning Commission had previously discussed proposing to limit retail sales between 10AM and 8PM.

Commissioner Hoen said he had thought earlier that it might be against RCW to change the hours from what the state had approved (8AM to 12AM), but learned that it is allowable as long as it is reasonable.

Motion made by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Andes, to identify the area in Alternative Retail Boundary 3 with the restricted hours of operation between 10AM and 8PM. 

Discussion Commissioner Hoen disagreed with changing the hours, but said he would go with the will of the Commission. 

Motion passed (5-1) with Commissioners Hoen, Andes, Richards, Leifer, and Smith, voting in support and Commissioner Lebo voting against the motion. 

There was a moment of silence for the victims of the tragedy in Oso.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS AND MINUTES

ADJOURNMENT

Motion made by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Hoen, to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING:

April 8, 2014 


_____________________________________
Laurie Hugdahl, Recording Secretary
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