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 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

80 Columbia Avenue  Marysville, WA 98270
(360) 363-8100  (360) 651-5099 FAX
Memorandum

To:
Planning Commission
From:
Cheryl Dungan
Date:
10/16/2013
Re:
SB 5105

Summary:
This memo will provide an informational briefing to the Planning Commission regarding opportunities to increase regulations or oversight of housing provided to offenders in accordance with SB 5105

Issue:

Many community members have reached out to the City Council with concerns about the impact that offenders are having on their communities.  The concern is particularly high because of perceived risk of re-offense and fear that the sex offenders make neighborhoods less desirable, impacting property values.  Offenders are a vulnerable population with regard to housing.  Many housing providers will not provide housing to felony offenders and the offenders typically have limited financial means.  There is greater risk to this population to receive sub-standard housing and housing providers are perceived to be less invested in the maintenance and oversights of the conditions, both physical and behavioral, at their properties.  Some offenders are under Department of Corrections (DOC) supervision and may receive funding for housing in a transition period, but may independently identify and pay for their housing.
SB 5105 

The senate bill was drafted in response to concerns raised by Marysville and Puyallup residents. A Summary of the bill is offered below:

DOC must maintain a list of housing providers that meets specifically outlined criteria.  A rental voucher may only be paid to a housing provider on the list.  DOC must give preference to small, family-oriented living environments.  For providers with between four and eight beds, or a greater number if permitted by local code, DOC must provide transition support that verifies an offender is participating in programming or services.  DOC must consider the compatibility of the housing with the surrounding neighborhood and underlying zoning and must limit the concentration of housing providers who provide housing to sex offenders in a single neighborhood or area.

Anytime a new housing provider or location is added to the list of housing providers, DOC must give notice to local government where the housing is located.  The notice must include a community impact statement that is developed in collaboration with the county and city local governments.  The impact statement must include the number and location of other special-needs housing in the neighborhood and a review of services and supports in the area to assist offenders in their transition.  If the provider does not have a certificate of inspection as required by law and local regulation, the local government has ten days to inspect the housing.  If the local government determines that the housing is in a neighborhood with an existing concentration of special-needs housing, local government may request that the housing provider be removed from the list within ten days of receiving notice of the new provider.
Local government may request that a housing provider be removed from the list at any time if it finds the housing does not comply with state and local codes or zoning regulations.  After receiving a request for removal, DOC must immediately notify the housing provider.  If the provider cannot demonstrate compliance with reasons for the request for removal, DOC must remove the provider from the list.  

Tentative Draft Work Plan (subject to change):
Short-term

· The City will designate a main point of contact for DOC communications and inquiries.

· Designated staff will request any lists or communication regarding existing offender housing and or potential offender housing opportunities from DOC.

· GIS mapping of existing areas of social services and/or offender housing to determine neighborhood concentrations.

· Develop business licensing processing for rental properties including provisional rental licensing for housing that has been identified for outstanding repairs/code enforcement issues.
· Ensure vendor housing complies with local zoning code, Landlord Tenant Act; Fair Housing Laws

Mid-term

· Develop Crime Free Rental Housing Program (which educates housing vendors on CPTED standards  (include in inspection visit of vendor housing)

· Cross check all housing addresses in DOC information for  business licenses

· Commence proactive exterior inspections of identified provider housing  for compliance with building and structures code and evaluate need for provisional licenses (see attached Tacoma example) 

· Share compliance rates with licensing and building code with DOC
· If poor compliance,  discuss process improvements with DOC to ensure that offenders have access to safe housing, 

Long-term

· Study housing provisions, including congregate housing and update IBC for application to this issue;

· Focus would be to identify any unique safety needs of “boarding’ style housing

· Effective application in other communities

· If recommended, necessary complimentary land use, licensing, enforcement or other provisions for successful administration;

· Identify impact and unintended consequences on other housing types, to include:

· Affordable housing
· Senior Housing

· Live/work spaces

