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PLANNING

COMMISSION
MINUTES
January 28, 2014
7:00 p.m.
City Hall

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Leifer called the January 28, 2014 meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Marysville

Chairman:  
Steve Leifer

Commissioners:
Roger Hoen, Jerry Andes, Kay Smith, Steven Lebo, Kelly Richards 
Staff:  
Senior Planner Cheryl Dungan
Absent:  
Marvetta Toler
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

January 14, 2014 Minutes
Motion made by Commissioner Lebo, seconded by Commissioner Andes, to approve the January 14, 2014 Meeting Minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously (6-0).
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

NEW BUSINESS

· FEMA Floodplain code revisions

Senior Planner Dungan explained that every few years the City gets a visit from someone from the Department of Ecology to show that we are complying with the biological opinion for floodplains. This year they were also accompanied by someone from National Marine Fisheries Service. Basically, the City demonstrated compliance with most requirements, but they did have some suggestions and minor revisions for the Floodplain Ordinance to keep the City in compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program.

Motion made by Commissioner Hoen, seconded by Commissioner Richards, to accept the revisions as presented and to set a hearing date for February 11. Motion passed unanimously (6-0).

· Phase 2 SEPA update

Senior Planner Dungan explained that the state legislature in 2012 directed the Department of Ecology to rewrite and streamline the SEPA. This is Phase 2, which basically clarifies some confusing parts of SEPA. It also adds the choice for the local jurisdiction on whether a National Environmental Policy Act documentation can be adopted into your SEPA. This will be a case-by-case decision to adopt the NEPA decision if one has been issued. They are also updating the utility exemption for water pump size to align with industry standards. They are allowing smaller solar energy projects to be exempt.  She commented that these all seem to be reasonable amendments. The State will issue its final rulemaking decision in April of 2014. Once that is done staff will bring forward code changes to reflect what the State has adopted.
Commissioner Hoen asked what it would mean if you agree with this or if you had suggested changes. Senior Planner Dungan said the State is taking public comments so it would go through the Department of Ecology.

Commissioner Hoen asked if the City of Marysville has to adopt this. Ms. Dungan replied that the City doesn’t have to adopt all of it, but the rules state that even if we don’t adopt it the rules still apply. 

Chair Leifer referred to page 6 under Planned Actions. He asked who the costs would be recovered from. Ms. Dungan commented that she wasn’t sure because we’ve never used that provision. Chair Leifer suggested clarifying this. Ms. Dungan said she would look into that and provide an answer back to the ESC. 

Senior Planner Dungan stated that this also addresses cultural resources which hadn’t been included previously. It allows jurisdictions to adopt a draft Inadvertent Discovery Plan. The City now has a handout they can give to people to show them what to do if they come across bones, artifacts, or historical things. 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS AND MINUTES

Chair Leifer commented that the local news article reporting on the marijuana issue reported that the vote was 4-2 when it was actually unanimous (6-0) for the ban as was stated in the minutes. He wondered if the paper ought to be contacted so they could correct this. Senior Planner Dungan suggested that Chair Leifer make that contact on behalf of the Planning Commission. There was consensus by the Planning Commission to have Chair Leifer contact the paper.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion made by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Smith, to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 p.m. Motion passed unanimously (6-0).

NEXT MEETING:

February 11, 2014 

_____________________________________

Laurie Hugdahl, Recording Secretary

Marysville City Council
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