DRAFT


[image: image1.png]/\_/




MARYSVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

January 12, 2010
7:00 p.m.
City Hall

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Muller called the January 12, 2010 meeting of the Marysville Planning Commission to order at 7:03 p.m. noting the excused absence of Michael Stevens.  The following staff and commissioners were present:
Chairman:  
Steve Muller


Commissioners:
Jerry Andes, Steve Leifer, Deirdre Kvangnes, Eric Emery, Becky Foster, Michael Stevens
Staff:  
Community Development Director Gloria Hirashima, Senior Planner Chris Holland, Recording Secretary Amy Hess

Absent:  


APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

December 8, 2009

Motion made by Commissioner Kvangnes, seconded by Commissioner Leifer to approve the December 8, 2009 meeting minutes as amended.  Motion carries, (7-0).

Election of Chair and Vice Chair

Chair Muller solicited nominations for Chairman of the Planning Commission.  Motion made by Commissioner Andes, seconded by Commissioner Kvangnes to nominate Steve Muller as chair, motion passes unanimously.  Chair Muller then solicited nominations for Vice Chair of the Planning Commission.  Motion made by Commissioner Kvangnes, seconded by Commissioner Emery to nominate Steve Leifer as Vice-Chair of Marysville Planning Commission.  Chair Muller solicited any objections, seeing none, motion carries unanimously.
CURRENT BUSINESS:

Sign Code

Mr. Holland reviewed the memo included in tonight’s packet.  He overviewed the suggestions made at the last meeting and the revisions that staff had made in response to these suggestions.  Off premise real-estate signs were discussed.  Non-conforming signs were discussed and the revisions made to the proposed draft code overviewed.  Sign height in the existing code as well as the proposed code were compared, including new provisions added by staff to limit height in certain zones and allow bonuses in other zones.  Wall signs and allowable heights on buildings were clarified.  Commissioner Kvangnes questioned signage on 4th Street and the new digital sign at Don’s Restaurant.  Mr. Holland responded that it was currently a code enforcement issue.  Chair Muller questioned sign height in mixed use zones.  Mr. Holland responded that it would be 12 feet.     
NEW BUSINESS:

Amendments to Chapter 19.28.050 Temporary restrictions on clearing and grading
Mr. Holland explained the changes being proposed by staff regarding grading restrictions.  He stated that there had since been developments and the recommendation was to leave the code as is with the current window ending in November.
Zoning Code Update

Mr. Holland overviewed the Zoning Code update that would be coming up.  It would clarify many of the changes that have been made over the last 15 years by bringing forth a unified development code making it much easier for someone to follow the process.  Ms. Hirashima added that it was primarily a reformatting, but there would be some minor changes discussed along the way.  
Commissioner Leifer brought up the emphasis on alternative energy and green building.  He questioned the City’s stand on wind, solar, and geothermal energy.  Would the City be open to allowing this type of energy, or would someone face all kinds of hurdles when pursuing this type of activity.  He felt that there should be room in the code allowing this type of progressive development to take place.  Ms. Hirashima responded that she thought it would be classified under a more industrial use.  She agreed that we should be on top of what is realistic; adding that they had seen some applications for residential solar panels.  There was further discussion about alternative energy sources and where these types of facilities would be allowed.
2010 Work Program and Schedule

The main topics to be discussed in 2010 were overviewed by Ms. Hirashima.  Chair Muller suggested that an RFP for a downtown development be pursued to try to spur some redevelopment.  Commissioner Leifer questioned whether there had ever been any thought about limiting the railroad horns being used.  Ms. Hirashima said that she would look into the issue.
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Commissioner Foster, seconded by Commissioner Emery, to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Motion carries, (7-0). 

NEXT MEETING:

January 26, 2010
_____________________________________
Amy Hess, Recording Secretary
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