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MARYSVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

January 26, 2010
7:00 p.m.
City Hall

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Muller called the January 26, 2010 meeting of the Marysville Planning Commission to order at 7:07 p.m. noting the excused absence of Becky Foster.  The following staff and commissioners were present:
Chairman:  
Steve Muller


Commissioners:
Jerry Andes, Steve Leifer, Deirdre Kvangnes, Eric Emery, Michael Stevens

Staff:  
Senior Planner Chris Holland, Recording Secretary Amy Hess

Absent:  
Becky Foster

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

January 12, 2010
Motion made by Commissioner Stevens, seconded by Commissioner Emery to approve the January 12, 2010 meeting minutes as amended.  Motion carries, (6-0).

CURRENT BUSINESS:

Sign Code Update
Mr. Holland explained that a notice regarding the Public Hearing for the Sign Code Amendment had been included in the Commission’s packets.  He then went into an overview of the Draft Sign Code that included all of the changes and suggestions that had been discussed at previous meetings.  Mr. Holland began explaining each of the track changes included in the Draft Code.  There was discussion regarding an electronic sign on 172nd Ave. and the content on the sign.  The issue of businesses advertising for entities not on the same premises as the sign location was discussed.  It was further discussed as to why content of the sign mattered if the sign was compliant with the code in all other aspects.  Commissioner Leifer thought that it should be allowed to help promote business.  Commissioner Kvangnes asked Mr. Holland if in his research he had come across any other municipalities that allowed off-site signage.  Mr. Holland stated that in the twenty (20) plus sign codes reviewed, no other jurisdictions allowed displaying off-site signage, except billboards.
Commissioner Stevens felt that the sign on the business premises should advertise that particular business.  Commissioner Emery thought that allowing this type of advertising basically turns these signs into an electronic billboard.  Commissioner Leifer stated that if the signs were in compliance with the code, he couldn’t see the down side.  Commissioner Emery felt that the whole point was to increase the aesthetics of the city and he felt that this type of electronic advertising would have a negative effect.  Mr. Holland recapped Section 19.20.100 of the Draft Code, the intent behind it, and stated that he would look further into the concerns brought at this meeting.  Mr. Holland continued to overview the track changes.  Clarification was made to certain track changes and there was some discussion regarding these changes.  Mr. Holland stated that he would clean up some of the concerns discussed and prepare for the Open House.
Commissioner Kvangnes questioned how many banners were allowed on small grocery type businesses.  Mr. Holland responded that these were considered wall signage and were allowed temporarily, but had to be removed at the end of the special sale or event.  It was suggested to include some sort of provision for these types of signs in the Draft Code as in some areas they are excessive.  Mr. Holland stated that many of these were non-compliant; adding that he would look into a better definition of these signs.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Commissioner Kvangnes, seconded by Commissioner Emery, to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  Motion carries, (6-0). 

NEXT MEETING:

February 9, 2010
_____________________________________
Amy Hess, Recording Secretary
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