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6.24.010 Purpose and intent.

The purpose of this chapter is fo create a system to maintain and protect the health,
safety and welfare of the cifizens of the city of Marysville and to establish the means by
which compliance shall be accomplished. (Ord. 2046 § 1, 1995).

6.24.020 Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
or meaning clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) “Abate” means to repair, replace, remove, destroy, correct or otherwise remedy
the condition in question by such means and in such a manner and fo such an extent as
the director’s judgment determines is necessary in the interest of the general safety and
welfare of the community.

(2) “Director” means the directors of any department of the city, or such other head of
a department that the city council has authorized by ordinance to utilize the provisions
of this title and shall include any duly authorized representative of such director. If more
than one department is authorized to act under this title, the term “director” shall also be
understood to mean all applicable “directors.”

(3) “Nuisance” is the unlawful performance of an act or omission to perform a duty,
which act or omission either annoys, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health or
safety of others, offends decency, or unlawfully interferes with, obstructs or tends to
obstruct, or render dangerous for passage, any lake or navigable river, bay, stream,
canal or basin, or any public park, square, street or highway; or in any way renders
other persons insecure in life, or in the use of property.

(4) “Person” means any natural person, organization, corporation or partnership and
their agents, representatives or assigns.

(5) “Premises” means any building, lot, parcel, real estate, land or portion thereof
whether improved or unimproved, including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips.

(6) “Public nuisance” is a nuisance that affects equally the rights of an entire
community or neighborhood, although the extent of the damage may be unequal. (Ord.
2046 § 1, 1995). :

6.24.030 Statutes incorporated by reference.
The following statutes regarding public nuisances are incorporated by reference:
RCW
9.66.010 Public nuisance.
9.66.020 Unequal damage.
9.66.030 Maintaining or permitting nuisance.



(4) No person shall, without lawful authority from the appropriate public entity, attach
any advertising signs, posters, or any other similar object, to any public siructure, sign
or traffic-control device.

(5) No person shall attach to utility poles any of the following: adveriising signs,
posters, vending machines, or any similar object which presents a hazard to, or
endangers the lives of, electrical workers. Any attachment to utility poles shall only be
made with the permission of the utility company involved, and shall be placed not less
than 12 feet above the surface of the ground.

(6) Accumulations of the following materials in any front yard, side yard, rear yard or
vacant lot unless screened from public view from the adjacent frontage sireet or streets:
any and all junk, trash, litter, garbage, boxes, bottles, or cans; any and all unused
animal pens or cages, including any type of insect enclosures; and any and all
discarded lumber, salvaged materials, or other similar materials, except for such
materials being used for an immediate construction project on said premises.

(7) Any attractive nuisances dangerous to children including, but not limited to,
abandoned, broken or neglected buildings, equipment, machinery, refrigerators and
freezers, excavations, shafts, or insufficiently supported walls or fences in any front
yard, side yard, rear yard or vacant lot.

(8) Broken or discarded furniture, furnishings, appliances, household equipment and
other similar items, in any front yard, side yard, rear yard or vacant loi unless screened
from public view from adjacent frontage street or streets.

(9) Dead, decayed, diseased or hazardous trees or vegetation/grass clippings (except
that used as compost for fertilizer), including that which by casual contact with the skin
is dangerous to public health, safety and welfare, located in any front yard, side yard,
rear yard or vacant lot. | ’

(10) Graffiti, pursuant to Chapter 8.25 MMC.

(11) Abandoned and junk vehicles as defined by MMC 11.36.030.

(12) Nonoperational or unused automobiles or parts thereof, or other articles of
personal property which are discarded or left in a state of partial construction or repair
for longer than 30 days, in any front yard, side yard, rear yard or vacant lot unless
screened from public view from the adjacent frontage street or streets. “Nonoperational
or unused automobile” means an automobile substantially meeting one of the following
requirements: :

(a) Is immobile because it either:
(i) Lacks an engine or other parts or equipment necessary to operate i
safely or legally on the street;
(i) Has one or more flat tires; or
(it} Is mounted on skids or jacks;
(b) Has overgrown vegetation or garbage or debris collecting underneath; or
(c) Is used primarily to store iterms such as auto parts, yard tools, garbage,
debris, clothing, miscellaneous household items, etc.

(13) Vegetation exceeding 12 inches in height (exclusive of plants and flowers within
a flower bed, shrubbery and trees) located in any front yard, side yard, or rear yard of a
residential lot within a platted subdivision unless screened from public view from the
adjacent frontage street or streets.



(26) Recreational vehicles, boats, and trailer parking on a residential lot within a
platted subdivision that is not on an improved all-weather surface or an approved
driveway if located in the front yard. Recreational vehicle, beat, or trailer parking in the
side or rear yard setbacks is allowed so long as emergency responders may access all
sides of a structure.

(27) Truck tractors, as defined in RCW 46.04.655, and semi-trailers, as defined in
RCW 46.04.530, that are parked, kept or stored in residentially zoned areas, on
residential properiy in other zones or on sites that have not been permitted, improved
and approved for such use. This requirement shall not apply to the parking, keeping or
storage of agricultural machinery on residential premises to be used for agricultural use
allowed by MMC Title 19 or when equipment is used in conjunction with a permitted or
allowed project.

(28) Heavy commercial equipment and vehicles used for comimeicial purposes
exceeding 6,000 pounds that is not allowed to be parked, kept or stored in residentially
zoned areas, on residential property in other zones, or on sites that have not been
permitted, improved and approved for such use. This requirement shall not apply to the
parking, keeping or storage of agricultural machinery on residential premises to be used
for agricultural use aliowed by MMC Title 19, or when equipment or vehicles are used in
conjunction with an ongoing permitted or allowed project, or to personal property and
equipment that is primarily used on site for improvements and maintenance of the
property. ' :

(29} Temporary or portable structures, such as portable storage tents, temporary
canopies, or other similar structures, which are not removed within 72 hours, when
located within the front yard. (Ord. 2763 § 2, 2009; Ord. 2046 § 1, 1999).

6.24.060 Forced abatement.

If, within 10 days after receiving a written notice and order in accordance with MMC
Title 4, any person owning, occupying or controlling such premises who fails, neglects
or refuses to correct said nuisance shall be found to be in violation of this chapter. The
director may order said nuisance to be removed or abated per MMC Tiile 4 and all
indebtedness to the city for removal shall be paid by the violator(s). Such cost and
charges to be recovered by a civil action brought by the city against the violator.
pursuant to MMC Title 4. (Ord. 2046 § 1, 1995).
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Prior legislation: Ords. 965 and 1334.



